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similar crop of folksongs about Charlemagne and Roland.
Obscurely, in the course of three centuries, these songs became
fused and organized, and we have the Song of Roland, But it
had no definite creator: the mysterious Turold whose name
appears in the last line was not the author, only a singer, or
perhaps a scribe.

One apparent weakness of this theory is that it applies only
in the dimness of the past: it leaves "definite literature," in-
dividual, conscious creation, in sole possession of daylit periods,
including our own. The objection disappears if our view be
accepted that folklore is a living force at all times, today as
well as a thousand or three thousand years ago. Then it can
be shown that the most original works have their roots in the
subconsciousness of the collectivity. No man could be less
shadowy, more highly individualized, than Jean Jacques Rous-
seau; thanks to his Confessions, we know every blemish of his
ailing body, every flaw in his ill-compacted soul. This man,
Rousseau, spoke, challenged the world, and a great part of the
world heeded his voice. This would seem to be the triumph of
"definite literature." But is there no other explanation? Could
we not say that "Rousseauism" had been afloat for decades
before Rousseau himself became aware of it? That the very
wording of the Prize Competition which gave Rousseau his
opportunity proves that the problem was in the public mind?
That Rousseau's sudden success, so outrageously out of pro-
portion with the merits of his declamatory Discourse, is evi-
dence that a vast portion of the public was Rousseauistic with-
out knowing it? Rousseau is a portent, if you like; that implies
that he is a symbol; like Homer, he might be called a "myth."
Had there been no Jean Jacques, the world would have in-"
vented another one with a different name. Genius is but con-
gruency with the unuttered aspirations of a people.

For two hundred years, this philosophy of the unconscious
and the subconscious has been advanced, not in literature only,
but in many other domains. Antiquity believed that Codes
originated with lawgivers: Moses, Lycurgus, Solon, Numa